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Abstract:

Climate change is likely to have significant implications for human health, particularly through alterations of
the incidence, prevalence, and distribution of infectious diseases. In the context of these risks, governments
in high income nations have begun developing strategies to reduce potential climate change impacts and
increase health system resilience (i.e., adaptation). In this paper, we review and evaluate national-level
adaptation planning in relation to infectious disease risks in 14 OECD countries with respect to best
practices for adaptation identified in peer-reviewed literature. We find a number of limitations to current
planning, including negligible consideration of the needs of vulnerable population groups, limited emphasis
on local risks, and inadequate attention to implementation logistics, such as available funding and timelines
for evaluation. The nature of planning documents varies widely between nations, four of which currently lack
adaptation plans. In those countries where planning documents were available, adaptations were
mainstreamed into existing public health programs, and prioritized a sectoral, rather than multidisciplinary,
approach. The findings are consistent with other scholarship examining adaptation planning indicating an
ad hoc and fragmented process, and support the need for enhanced attention to adaptation to infectious
disease risks in public health policy at a national level.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijerph10127083   

Resource Description

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified
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 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Infectious Disease

Infectious Disease: General Infectious Disease

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion, Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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